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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1950. 

Town  Hall, 

Tottington,  Lancs. 

September,  1951. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Tottington  Urban  District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1950,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the 
District. 

The  1951  census  gave  a  population  figure  of  5,824,  which 
shows  a  decrease  of  708  compared  with  the  1931  figure  of 
6,532. 

Two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis)  occurred, 
one  of  which  was  fatal.  There  was  no  apparent  connection 
between  them.  Otherwise  there  was  no  unusual  outbreak  of 
infectious  disease  or  excessive  mortality.  The  birth  rate  was 
slightly  below  and  the  death  rate  slightly  above  the  corres¬ 
ponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales.  Attention  has  been 
given  to  certain  unsatisfactory  private  water  supplies  and 
details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  Council  adopted  the  new  model  byelaws  for  clean 
food  and  a  joint  meeting  was  held  of  the  Medical  Officers  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  Health  Division  12,  and  Bury 
County  Borough  to  establish  a  uniform  code  of  practice  for 
food  handlers.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported. 

Only  four  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
and  these  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  There  are  over 
100  applicants  on  the  list  for  rehousing.  A  site  for  20  houses 
has  been  commenced. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  1.— STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area^ — 2,544  acres. 

Population — Estimated  (Mid — 1950),  6,030. 

Census  (1951),  5,824. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1950,  according 
to  Rate  Books -1,975. 

Rateable  Value — £27,368. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £105. 


Table  IT— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Birth  rate  per-1,000  of 
the  estimated  home 

I 

Legitimate  . 

..  66 

29 

37 

population,  Mid-1950  : 

Live  ' 
Births  1 

[  Illegitimate 
^  Total 

...  2 

I 

I 

Crude 

II. 3 

J 

68 

30 

38 

Adjusted 

12.6 

Still  Births  . 

...  3 

2 

I 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births — 42. 

Deaths  . 

...  88 

44 

44 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  home  pop¬ 
ulation,  mid-1950  : 
Crude — 14.6 
Adjusted — 12.3 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  Nil. 

Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  .  ..  .  ..  ....  ,  .  ....  ....  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  15 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ..  15 

Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 
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Neo-Natal  Mortality  : — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  .  1 

Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  ..  15 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age  : — 


Legitimate 

Total.  Male. 

.  1  — 

Female. 

1 

Illegitimate 

.  —  — 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  : — 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  1  —  1 

Illegitimate  .  —  — 


Maternal 
Mortality  Rate 


6,030 

Live 

Birth¬ 

rate 

Mean  of  5  years, 

Crude 

Death- 

rate 

Death 
Rate  from 
Tubercu¬ 
losis  of 
Respira¬ 
tory 
Trac. 

Death 
Rate  from 
Cancer 

Per  1000 
Live 
Births 

Rate  ol 
Per  1000  Deaiha. 
Total  under  1  yr, 
(Live  and  per  1000 
StiU)  Live 

Births  Births 

1945-1949 

16.0 

16.0 

0.24 

2.04 

4.31 

4.23 

63 

Year — 

1949 

14.7 

19.3 

0.33 

2.50 

nil. 

nil. 

68 

1950 

11.3 

14.6 

0.17 

— 

nil. 

nil. 

15 

Increase  or  decrease 

in  1950 — on  5 
years’  average. 

1945-1949 

—4.7 

—1.4 

—0.07 

— 

—4.31 

—4.23 

—48 

Previous  year  - 

—3.4 

—4.7 

—0.16 

— 

nil. 

nil. 

—53 

1950  Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor,  0.84) 
— 12.3  per  1,000. 

1950  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor,  1.12) 
— 12.6  per  1,000. 


The  Social  condition  of  the  inhabitants  is  good.  They 
are  chiefly  engaged  in  Cloth  Weaving,  Cloth  Finishing,  Arti¬ 
ficial  Silk  Production,  the  Manufacture  of  Firelighters,  and  the 
reconditioning  of  Chemical  Engineering  Plant. 
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Table  IIL— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1950. 

Males.  Females. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ....  1  — 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  1  ■ — 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus  .  3  1 

Breast  —  3 

Uterus  .  —  2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  4  5 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  .  8  5 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  6  4 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  2  1 

Other  Heart  Disease  .  .  .  7  9 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  1  1 

Pneumonia  .  .  1  1 

Bronchitis  ...  .  ...  3  3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  .  .  2  — 

Congenital  Malformations  .  .  .  ..  —  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  .  3  5 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  ..  .  .  —  2 

All  other  Accidents  .  .  .  1  1 

Suicide  ....  ...  ....  .  .  .  ..  1  — 


All  causes 
Total  ... 


TABLE  IV.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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Two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  recorded.  One  was  a  child  aged  2^  years  who  was  left  with 
weakness  of  one  arm  and  one  leg.  The  other  case  was  a  youth  aged  16,  and  the  illness  was  fatal. 
No  connection  between  the  two  cases  was  established. 

Detailed  investigation  failed  to  reveal  the  sources,  but  one  or  two  cases  of  illness  in  other 
children  were  suggestive  of  abortive  attacks  of  poliomyelitis. 
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Table  V.— TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

YEARS 

0—1 . 

1—5 . 

5—10  . 

10—15  . 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

i 

15—20  . 

20—25  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  . 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  . 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

- — 

45—55  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  . 

L 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

- — 

2 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Totals  . 

, 

. 

4 

I 

1 

0 

Child  Welfare  Centre. 

A  new  clinic  was  established  in  Kirklees  Street,  Totting- 
ton,  and  was  opened  on  the  1st  of  May,  1950. 

Fixed  Sessions  ; 

Wednesday  (a.m.) —  School  Children  Inspection. 
Wednesday  (p.m.) —  Infant  Clinic. 

Friday  (a.m.) —  Minor  ailments,  school 

children  and  infants. 


Other  Sessions  (as  required)  — 

Immunization  Clinic —  held  monthly. 

Medical  Inspections —  School  children. 

Boarded-out  children. 
Superannuation  positions. 

Ambulance  Service. 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  Infectious  Disease  cases  are  removed  by  Bury  Cor¬ 
poration  under  agency  agreement.  This  service  has  since  been 
taken  over  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  from  the  1st 
August,  1951. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Prefabricated 

Houses. 

Traditional 

permanent 

houses 

Temporary 

Permanent 

No.  of  new  houses  erected 
during  the  year  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authority 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or 

persons  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

1.  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  53 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  62 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local 
authority  or  their  officers  .  12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16,  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served,  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  service 
of  formal  notices,  were  rendered  fit  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  — ■ 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  ..  .  .  34 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which, 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  Nil. 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which, 

demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  Nil. 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pui- 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ....  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil. 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year 

(2)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  See 

(3)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  Report 

(b)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  follow- 

during  the  year  . 

(c)  (1)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(2)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
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5.  Housing  Act,  1949  — 


(a) 

(1) 

No.  of  schemes  submitted  : — 

(a)  By  private  individuals 

Nil. 

(b)  By  the  local  authority 

Nil. 

(2) 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  affected 

Nil. 

(b) 

(1) 

No.  of  schemes  approved  ; — 

(a)  of  private  individuals 

Nil 

(b)  of  the  local  authority  .  . 

Nil. 

(2) 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  affected 

Nil. 

(3) 

No.  of  additional  separate  dwellings  provided 

Nil. 

(c) 

Any  other  action  taken 

Nil. 

The  slow  rate  of  progress  in  the  erection  of  new  houses 
to  accommodate  overcrowded  families  and  families  living  in 
insanitary  conditions,  has  made  this  problem,  one  of  major 
importance.  There  are  over  100  applicants  on  the  list  for  new 
houses. 

The  building  programme  for  this  year  is  20  houses  on 
the  Leemans  Hill  Site,  and  after  experiencing  difficulty  in 
obtaining  contractors,  the  work  of  erection  was  commenced  in 
April,  1950. 

Many  difficulties  were  experienced  in  remedying  defects 
in  houses  ;  contractors  were  generally  anxious  to  carry  out 
repairs  for  owners,  but  were  delayed  by  labour  shortage. 

A  fair  percentage  of  the  older  type  houses  which  are 
generally  structurally  sound  and  weatherproof,  falls  short  of 
the  modern  standard  of  housing,  in  that  they  lack  sufficient 
bedroom  space,  food  storage  accommodation,  bathrooms,  hot 
water  supply  and  washing  facilities.  Owing  to  the  high  cost 
of  building  operations  as  opposed  to  the  low  rentals  com¬ 
manded  by  this  type  of  property,  landlords  are  often  loathe 
to  carry  out  improvements,  other  than  running  repairs. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  Water. 

The  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Irwell  Valley 
Water  Board.  There  were  no  major  extensions  of  this  supply 
during  the  year.  1720  inhabited  houses  are  provided  with 
water  from  this  source,  while  over  200  houses  and  farms, 
mainly  in  the  Affetside,  Four  Lane  Ends  and  Three  Lane  Ends 
districts,  rely  upon  water  from  private  sources  (i.e.  Wells). 

Early  in  1949,  two  galvanised  iron  tanks  were  installed 
in  Harwood  Road,  to  provide  storage  for  water  from  the  over¬ 
flow  of  the  Arbor  Well.  After  the  installation  of  the  tanks, 
the  water  proved  to  be  contaminated,  and  the  water  was  not 
used  that  year.  This  year,  steps  were  taken  to  remove  the 
source  of  contamination  and  the  water  was  rendered  fit  for 
consumption.  Since  this  work  was  carried  out,  the  pipe  line 
has  been  extended  and  further  stand-pipes  fitted  on  its  length, 
so  that  Four  Lane  Ends  has  an  improved  supply. 

The  Council  are  well  aware  of  the  necessity  for  a  mains 
water  supply  to  Affetside,  Four  Lane  Ends  and  Three  Lane 
Ends.  Two  water  schemes  have  been  prepared  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  carry  them  out  as  soon  as  possible. 


During  1950,  thirty  water  samples  were  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  analysis,  and  the  reports  are  summarised  as 
follows  :■ — 


Date 

Location  of  Supply. 

Result. 

16/2/50 

Overflow  from  Tanks  at  Arbor 

Unsatisfactory 

Well. 

16/2/50 

First  Tank,  Arbor  Well 

Unsatisfactory 

16/2/50 

Second  Tank,  Arbor  Well 

Unsatisfactory 

16/2/50 

First  Tap,  Arbor  Well 

Unsatisfactory 

16/2/50 

Second  Tap,  Arbor  Well 

Unsatisfactory 

15/3/50 

First  Tank,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

15/3/50 

Second  Tank,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

15/3/50 

Tap,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

20/3/50 

Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

21/3/50 

Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

23/3/50 

Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

28/3/50 

Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 

29/3/50 

Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 

Satisfactory 
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Date. 


Location  of  Supply. 


Result. 


3/4/50 

17/4/50 

18/4/50 

18/4/50 

24/4/50 

26/4/50 

1/5/50 

3/5/50 

8/5/50 

8/5/50 

15/5/50 

17/5/50 

22/5/50 

24//5/50 

12/6/50 

8/11/50 

4/11/50 


Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Clay  Butts  Cottage.  Tap  over 
Sink,  supplied  from  well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
St.  John’s  Sports  Club.  Spring 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Bradshaw  Rd.,  Arbor  Well 
Tap,  Old  Kay’s  Farm.  Surface 
Moorgate  Farm.  Shallow  Well 


Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 


2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  Lea  Bank,  Hawkshaw,  Old  Green, 
part  of  Holcombe  Road,  and  Old  Doctors,  the  Area  is  satis¬ 
factorily  served  by  public  sewers.  The  above  mentioned  districts 
are  supplied  with  mains  water  and  the  need  for  sewers  is 
apparent. 

The  outlying  areas  of  Affetside,  Four  Lane  Ends  and 
Three  Lane  Ends,  at  the  moment  have  no  mains  water  supply, 
however,  the  need  for  public  sewers  to  serve  these  areas  will 
become  obvious  when  the  Council’s  proposed  water  scheme  is 
completed. 

There  is  no  sewage  disposal  works  within  Tottington, 
treatment  being  carried  out  by  the  County  Borough  of  Bury 
at  their  works. 

Conversion  of  Insanitary  Closets. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  have  pursued  a  progressive 
policy  for  the  conversion  of  insanitary  type  closets  to  fresh 
water  closets,  and  details  are  supplied  hereunder  : — 
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(a)  No.  of  Privy  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water 

Closets  .  ..  ..  .  ....  ....  .  .  ...  25 

(b)  No.  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water 

Closets  ...  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

(c)  No.  of  Waste  Water  Closets  converted  to 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  11 

Total  45 


To  encourage  owners  to  carry  out  conversions  voluntarily, 
the  former  grant  of  £3  per  conversion  was  increased  to  £5. 
In  order  to  be  in  a  position  to  speed  up  the  work  of  conversions, 
the  Council  are  seeking  sanction  to  take  up  a  loan  to  finance 
schemes. 

3.  Public  Cleansing — Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

In  the  past,  the  system  of  house  refuse  collection  has 
been  somewhat  spasmodic,  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  premises  were  served  by  insanitary  ashpits.  The 
refuse  collectors  were  therefore  alternating  between  collecting 
bin  refuse,  and  cleansing  ashpits.  The  result  was  that  it  was 
rather  difficult,  and  often  impossible  to  maintain  even  a 
regular  fortnightly  collection. 

The  Council  were  eager  to  establish  a  uniform  weekly 
collection  of  refuse,  using  existing  labour  resources,  and  this 
was  possible  only  if  the  ashpits  were  abolished,  and  refuse  bins 
substituted.  Informal  notices  under  Section  75  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  were  served  upon  owners  of  properties,  requesting 
that  they  should  provide  refuse  bins  for  the  use  of  their  tenants. 
The  Council  purchased  stocks  of  bins,  and  retailed  them  at 
cost  price  to  owners,  on  application.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  very  few  ashpits  now  exist. 

The  service  of  refuse  collection  was  then  re-organised  to 
allow  for  a  regular  weekly  collection,  and  is  much  appreciated 
throughout  the  district. 

The  staff  engaged  on  refuse  collection,  comprises  — 

1  driver  of  the  S.D.  Freighter,  and  four  men. 

2  men  principally  engaged  on  the  collection  of  night-soil, 

using  a  horse  and  cart  for  conveyance. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping  on  two  sites  at  Bury  Road 
and  Turton  Road. 
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4.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(a)  Food  Premises. 

The  majority  of  the  food  premises  within  the  District 
are  of  the  house-and-shop  type,  being  owned  by  the 
occupier.  The  following  is  a  list  of  such  premises 
within  the  Urban  Area  : — 


Type  of  Food  Premises.  No.  in  Area. 


Grocers 
Green-grocers 
General  Stores  . 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Fish  Friers 

Cafe’s 

Works  and  School  Canteens 
Butchers  .... 

Markets 


9 

6 

12 

12 

4 

1 

10 

6 


Nil. 


During  the  course  of  inspections,  small  quantities  of 
food,  mainly  of  the  tinned  variety,  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  retailers. 

There  is  no  licensed  slaughterhouse  operating  within 
the  Urban  District,  and  meat  supplied  to  shops  is 
slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  Public  Abattoir  at 
Bury.  One  man  has  been  granted  a  licence  to  slaughter. 

(b)  Licensed  Hotels  and  Inns. 

During  the  year,  all  licensed  hotels  and  inns  in  the 
district  were  visited,  particular  attention  being  paid 
to  — 

(1)  the  provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation,  and 

(2)  arrangements  for  the  cleansing  of  glasses  and  the 
service  of  snacks. 

Generally,  conditions  were  found  to  be  good. 


There  are  eleven  licensed  houses  and  two  licensed 
clubs  within  the  area. 
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(c)  Milk  Supply. 

In  October,  1949,  there  was  a  change  in  the  legislation 
governing  Milk  supplies,  when  the  following  Regula¬ 
tions  came  into  operation  : — 

(1)  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

(2)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk),  Regulations,  1949. 

(3)  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949. 

By  this  new  legislation,  the  responsibility  for  the  control 
of  Milk  Production  was  transferred  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  The  operation  of  the  new  Regulations, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  distribution,  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  Tocal  Authority. 

One  licence  (Supplementary)  to  use  the  special  designa¬ 
tions  “Pasteurised”  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”  has  been 
granted  in  respect  of  one  application  from  a  dealer. 

Fourteen  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  Bacteri¬ 
ological  analysis,  and  in  all  but  one  case,  the  results 
were  satisfactory.  The  remaining  sample  revealed  a 
positive  reaction  to  the  test  for  Tuberculosis,  but  this 
was  subsequently  negatived  by  clinical  examinations 
made  by  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture. 

(d)  Ice  Cream. 

Nine  premises  retail  Ice  Cream  of  the  pre-packed  type, 
and  there  are  two  manufacturers.  The  dealers  obtain 
their  supplies  from  outside  the  District,  while  the 
manufacturers  use  the  Heat  Treatment  method.  The 
apparatus  used  by  the  manufacturers  conforms  to  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  and  all 
premises  conform  with  the  legal  requirements  and  are 
registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

(e)  Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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5.  Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  trades  carried  on  at  factories  within 
the  Urban  Area 

Laundering.  Motor  Vehicle  Repair. 

Cotton  Weaving.  Firelighter  Manufacture. 

Raisers  and  Finishers.  General  Engineering. 

Artificial  Silk  Manufacture.  Foundering. 

Starch  Manufacture.  Baking. 

Carpet  Sewing.  Ice  Cream  Manufacture. 

Due  to  the  situation  of  some  of  the  factories,  the  disposal 
of  sewage  presents  a  problem.  The  sanitary  accommodation 
in  these  instances  is  provided  by  pail  closets,  and  these  will 
be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  when  sewers 
become  installed. 

6.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  work  of  Rats  and  Mice  destruction  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily.  The  maintenance  treatments  of  the  town 
sewers  have  been  completed,  and  the  results  are  as  follows — 


First  Maintenance  Treatment. 

No.  of  sewer  manholes  baited  .  .  ....  ....  22 

No.  of  manholes  showing  complete  takes  of  bait  4 

No.  of  manholes  showing  partial  takes  of  bait.  ..  2 

No.  of  manholes  showing  no  take  of  bait  ....  16 

Second  Maintenance  Treatment. 

No.  of  Manholes  baited  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

No.  of  manholes  showing  complete  takes  of  bait  1 

No.  of  manholes  showing  partial  takes  of  bait  ....  3 

No.  of  manholes  showing  no  take  of  bait  ....  12 


The  bait  base  was  deposited  on  the  benching  of  the  man¬ 
holes,  each  manhole  being  pre-baited  upon  consecutive 
days,  and  on  the  third  day  of  treatment  a  proportionate 
amount  of  poison  was  added  to  the  Bait  Base,  and  laid  at 
all  points  showing  a  ‘Take”  of  pre-bait. 

The  work  was  carried  out  by  an  Operator  assisted  by  a 
labourer.  The  Operator  is  a  member  of  the  office  clerical 
staff  who  is  delegated  to  perform  this  duty  when  required. 
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The  result  of  both  treatments  were  satisfactory,  and  it  is 
my  opinion  that  successful  sewer  treatments  result  in  a 
lessening  of  infestation  in  surface  premises. 

The  Bury  Road  and  Turton  Road  refuse  tips,  each  received 
one  treatment,  which  was  satisfactory. 

7.  Schools. 

Of  the  7  schools  in  the  area,  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of 
two  of  them,  can  only  be  described  as  fair.  Affetside  Con¬ 
gregational  School  has  no  piped  water  supply,  and  four 
pail  closets  with  one  urinal  form  the  Sanitary  accom¬ 
modation.  St.  John’s  C.E.  School  has  piped  water  and 
sewer  available,  but  two  pail  closets  are  still  in  use  and 
require  conversion. 

School  meals  are  prepared  at  the  Central  Kitchen,  Totting- 
ton,  and  are  conveyed  in  containers  to  the  Individual 
schools. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made. 

Number  of  complaints  received  .  ..  .  ..  .  351 

Number  of  complaints  investigated  ....  .  351 

Number  of  visits  re  case  of  Infectious  Disease  .  16 

Number  of  disinfections  after  Infectious  Disease  ..  ..  3 

Number  of  inspections  of  dirty  and/or  verminous  premises  5 
Number  of  disinfestations  of  verminous  premises  2 

Number  of  drainage  inspections  84 

Number  of  drains  tested  .  .  .  .  .  .  56 

Number  of  visits  re  movable  dwellings  .  .  18 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouse  .  .  Nil. 

Number  of  visits  to  food  shops  .  .  34 

Number  of  visits  to  food  preparing  establishments  .  .  18 

Number  of  visits  to  places  of  Public  Entertainment  ..  3 

Number  of  visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  infestation  (Inspections)  145 
Number  of  visits  re  Refuse  collection  and  Disposal  1490 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories  .  .  .  .  29 

Number  of  Visits  re  Smoke  .  ..  .  .  .  ..  16 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  E.  MORGAN, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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